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This evidence-based practice (EBP) project aimed to prepare new graduate nurses to recognize 
changing patient conditions, decreasing failure to rescue (FTR) events through a virtual 
simulation experience and focused education  during their nurse residency program.

Clinical judgment and critical thinking skills are essential for new graduate nurses to 
recognize and respond to acute patient changes, preventing FTR10

Simulated experience, focused education, and confidence directly influence clinical deterioration 
recognition and improved patient outcomes 1, 4-8, 10, 12-13, 16-17

Theme 1: Simulated Experience
Theme 2: Focused Education
Theme 3: Confidence Levels

.

Implementation of evidence-based strategies (focused education & 
simulation) significantly improve new graduate nurses' ability to 
recognize deteriorating patient conditions and intervene effectively, 
reducing FTR incidents 1, 4-8, 10, 12-13, 16-17

Implications for Practice: Incorporating simulation-based education 
and early intervention protocols (Rapid Response Team) into nurse 
residency programs can help reduce the incidence of FTR, leading to 
improved patient safety and outcomes 9,11, 15

Continued need to improve patient outcomes: 

Longitudinal tracking of patient outcomes related to FTR, comparing 
hospitals with programs that integrate early detection and 
intervention education for new graduate nurses.

Analysis of the impact on patient mortality rates, code blue calls, and 
the utilization of Rapid Response Teams.
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Increase new graduate nurses ability to recognize the changing client condition 
Decrease failure to rescue events
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60% of errors in practice by new graduates directly related to clinical judgment 3

2024: 98,000+ hospital deaths related to medical errors, costing >$20 billion in direct medical 
costs 14

Changes in client manifestations and cues were present 48 hours before a medical event 17

FTR: nursing-sensitive indicator→ patient outcomes are directly related to the nursing care 
that is or that is failed to be provided to a patient 13

Nursing education's role in bridging the academic-practice gap, improving patient outcomes, 
decreases healthcare costs 1, 14

Scenario Overview: 

This scenario focuses on a 68-year-old male client 
who has a history of COPD and is admitted with 
pneumonia. 

Simulation addresses client-centered concepts 
related to alcohol withdrawal, respiratory status, 
and allergic reactions. 

Nursing-focused concepts include organizing the 
plan of care, prioritizing nursing actions, and 
interprofessional collaboration
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