Introduction

The increasing trend of human and natural disasters
in the world has given rise to the importance of
disaster preparedness in nursing education. The
International Council of Nurses and World Health
Organization support this endeavor stating that nurses
are the largest group of professionals who often work
in disaster settings with limited resources and disaster
education (International Council of Nursing, 2019 &
World Health Organization, 2018). The ICN and
WHO recognize the need for nurses to receive
education related to disaster preparation to safeguard
populations, reduce injuries and death, and maintain
health and community well-being during threats and

disaster (ICN, 2019).
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Student Disaster Simulation Flowchart
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Simulation Implementation

There was a total of twelve patients in the simulated
bombing. To make this a realistic simulation, all non-
emergency lights were turned off and loud sirens played
in the room. There were a few supplies throughout the
room which students were able to utilize during the
stmulation. This allowed students to utilize their critical
thinking and triage skills.
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Results

Students were provided the opportunity to
collaborate with peers to create community
disaster scenarios based upon their learning
needs, participate in a variety of simulation
roles, and evaluate the experience based
upon created rubrics and guided debriefing.

Conclusions

It 1s vital to provide nursing students with
information and clinical practice related to disaster
management and treatment. However, this content is
not always taught in the nursing curriculum.
Additionally, students have difficulty connecting and
correlating concepts across the curriculum. Providing
students with the opportunity to create and
participate in a community simulation 1s both
engaging and beneficial to their learning. Most
importantly, students were able to strengthen their
disaster management skills and improve their
teamwork and collaboration as health care providers.
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