
    QR code link to 
anonymous  
post-survey  
within REDCap

    Likert Scale- 5-point 
range from  
“strongly disagree”  
to “strongly agree”

    Scored by  
combining the 
variables and  
analyzing descriptive 
statistics for the  
overall score

Using an Interprofessional-Focused Group  
Assignment to Increase Awareness of Interprofessional Roles

Introduction
    Interprofessional Education 
Collaborative (IPEC) Competency 2 
is using “the knowledge of one’s 
own role and those of other 
professions to appropriately assess 
and address the health care needs 
of patients and to promote and 
advance the health of populations.”  

    The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has provided evidence that 
collaborative practice can decrease: 
total patient complications, 
length of stay, tension & conflict 
among caregivers, staff turnover, 
readmissions, clinical errors, and 
mortality rates 
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Purpose
Vanderbilt University School of 
Nursing (VUSN)  students completed 
this project with the aims of 
understanding distinct roles in the 
health care team, and how these roles 
contribute to improved patient health 
outcomes across the healthcare 
continuum, shorter hospital 
stays and a reduction of additional 
hospital resources.  
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   Increase pre-licensure nurses’ 
awareness of different roles 
and responsibilities of the 
Interprofessional Care Team (ICT) 
   In pre-licensure nursing students 
(P), does the implementation 
of an interprofessional-focused 
group assignment (I), compared 
to no implementation of an 
interprofessional-focused group 
assignment (C), promote an 
increased awareness of different 
roles of the Interprofessional Care 
Team (O), during the adult health 
clinical rotation (T)?

   38/113 post-simulation 
surveys completed  
    Students mostly agreed 
with statements on survey

    Gained a new awareness 
of the roles and 
contributions of different 
team members

    Students gained 
understanding of effective 
communication within 
the ICT and how the ICT 
promotes positive patient 
outcomes 

ResultsMethods

Design

Participants

Instruments
     Project- Educational 
Innovation 

     Allocation- 70%  
group, 30%  
individual

     Students chose 
a patient with 
complex needs that 
would benefit from 
interprofessional 
collaboration

    Pre-licensure  
students at 
Vanderbilt University 
School of Nursing 
(VUSN) during  
the Adult Health 
Rotation
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Conclusion
     Collaborative teamwork reduces hospital 

resources and costs, increases nurse  
retention, promotes patient wellness, and 
decreases mortality rates among patients 
in the acute care setting, contributes to the 
patient’s return to self-care

    Project provides students with the 
opportunity to identify how  
interprofessional teamwork can  
optimize management of acute and  
chronic health issues in the acute care  
setting, contributing to the patient’s return 
to self-care

    Demonstrating how ICT contributes to  
positive outcomes provides an  
opportunity for nursing students to  
experience first-hand how valuable each 
team member can be in the patient’s plan 
of care via role-playing in separate  
disciplines

    Take-home: Nursing students must have a 
strong understanding of how collaborative 
teamwork addresses real world challenges 
of optimizing patient care once practicing 
at the bedside
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